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$E5 - BIRTHDAY MEETING.

COURT OF ENQUIRY NEW FAN

(LUB BROUGHT TO LIGHT.

in the 1-.st three 4issues of Reporter, wa have had
a lot to scy sabout the birthday meeting of the F,S.5.
Ye neve = lot core to say trls issue, includinz de-
teils of ell that heppened. p-

Aslthoush nuwnerous hints hed beon drapped ta Aeone
e4arly™, tiherc were e few late comers, and the necting
atd not start until well after two. Thoss present (In
order they were sected) were Eriec Russell, rthur Dun.:
gan, Divid Boadla, Grahwem Stona, Villiem D. Veney,
David H. Evans, Ted Russell,Vol lNolesworth and Coih
iodena

i\t the bezinning of the meeting e telegram from
tlalvourne was rord out and passed round, end apprects
erion expressed. No other meesages were roceived.

The quiz was tihon heldlIt provided several amusing
moments. The qusstlons vere writien on small plocce
¢i eszrduccrd, and Eri¢ Russcll hed obviousgly cut some
¢f nis 42 halvas, czusing quesilons to pop up nov and
ooodn egkdr no 1llustrated 117"Some queetions mere
dupliceted, owing te ell menbers contributinz, A
tussla developed betwaen Dave BEvins end Dave FHoadle
for iast plecs, Uir. Ivens wiming with one point to
3oadlels 1o,

Tue julz toox avout aa hour, end on its ceupleticn
Vol knlesworth mede public the :znaouncement of tha
Futuriza Court of Eaguiry, on wiieck apinlons of both
aoubers a2nd sucsts were ziven (808 story inside).
{cont. page twoe)
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BIRTEPAY MERTING..{Ccntd.)
Time wag now about p.m. and Vol auctianed aff a

lot of his fenmags. American mags, a few English, aud
many Australian publications, including copies of
Dltra, Zeus, Profan, Austyalian Fen Mews, Cosmas, and
the first issus of Luna wers sold. Siuca Vol allowed
credit, prices somctimes vent high, although no spec-
tecular bids wsre mada, Dave Evans bought the (irst
Luna for 1C4d,after Eric Russell and Graham Stone had
Tought, helfpermy by halfpenny, up te tonpence.

¥hen ths auction ended, Artihur Duncar had bought &
whole heap of fanmegs, aboul twice as many as Lavid
Boadls,vwho was next on tho list.Other fang ned baugat
sundry coples.

A birthday coke was ushared in, sucrrounded by cop-
fous quantitios of wminor delectakles,

After rofreshments, talk eantred on the F.F.A. and
it wea diaclosed that there wes In Sydney encther
sclence-fiction organizatlon, as well as the F.S.S.
This was the Sydney Science Fiction Association, af
which Bill Venay wae a membar.Other membare proferred
to remajin seoret,according to Veney,and it wes point-
ed aut that the Association could not take an active
prrt in Australfan fan activities until they neda
thempelwss kmowms However, the club was eslkod,through
Veney, to communicats with the F.8.5. and the matter
wag left at that.

Soon after this Bill Veney and David Boadls left,
and those remaining epent the helf hour that was left
in discussing things.past and present,until the meet-—
ing was closed at about & p.me making 1t ome of the
longest meetings held for e long tima.

Of course, things did not run quite asg smocthly s
thia report mizht seem to indicate.The latter part af
the mesting wes interrupted occasienally by intor jece-
tions and other digtractions, salthough there was na
real disordsr, and sveryone was zllowed his say when
his turn canmc.

The above stetemants are not from the cfficial
minutes,But they are an aceuratc account of what went
cn. We have not yet gathered opinions of the meeting,
besidss, it 15 not our policy tc print commonts. Hom—
ever, we hope to have the general reaction for next
weeke Next meeting of the F.S.S. will to at home of
Vol Moleaworth on Sunday Nov.Z3.
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Pecsed Dy the F.S.5. over six weeks aga; the Court
of Enquiry was miede public at the birihday wmeeting in
a gpcaial spezch By Vol Moleaworih.

Without c¢ommént,we will juate from Vol's speech ta
iilustrate exacily whet is nmeani. It weuld vake most
of Roporter®s four small pages to publish =211 the
gpeech, so we hope the quotes convey the idea, miizh
s, briefly, to hold a Court of Enquiry for the sole
purpese of straightening ocut c¢lub recerds,and ncthing
WOTQ »

*Then, on retyping a section of the early recerds,
I discoverca thenm to bte in a haphazard end unreliable
condition, I zentioned my plens t¢ & meeting of the
FSS. There were two objactions, but oy propasal to
held a Court of Inquiry was passcd with a majority of
3 votes tu 2. The firet objection was that ‘it  wes
6illy and we hed no right to ask 2 chap to come elong
and answer guestions.' My reply to this was that If
in the past, fans had nede ccrtain statements and
taken certain actions that wera recorded in the ain-
utos, they were liable to be questioned for their rea-
sons for doing so, &nd as to the outecoms of such act-
ions and/or decisions.The other oblection was thet it
might 'drag up the past’s My answar to this was that
it vdll net only drag up the past but untanzle it and
50t it back in & understandeble light.

An ox-mcober s&id: "But won'i it start a 1ot of
trouble if you got fans there and meka thon swoar,for
example, they did rot perpestrate the Sydcon Hoax?t My
answer wa: ihal hothing like the hcaxes, fouds, 2tc.,
would be mentioncd at the Inquiry. m"Its sole purpasa
iz to clarify and conpleto old unreliable recordsve...”

"Bvery fan asked to giva avidoneae ®111 be  treated
with the vimosi fairness. He will receive e typed
transerip of everything he saide....he can object to
a8 question ot refuso to answer it; he mav demand te
goc the pinute book, letter file, or auny ather doe-
wcnis;he cay attend the court after giviag his evide
snce to hear whet othsy fans have to sagy.?

"It cust bo clearly understood that nobedy i1s fan
triel’? . Thare will te no Judge or Jury: the only out-
eone ot the Inquiry will be a sel of questione and
Busvers which when combined with the existing records
will present & cowoplate and reliable record of tha
LNty fires Th o llnga A what heppened in boiweonpr
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EDITORL{\E. It's nll ovar, Bo what?
Tl birthday meeting has come and gone,and all the

exocitoment hag died down, and what is the result?

In other words,what use was the noeting, and what
good did {t do?

Actuelly, thore was nothing speciuler about it
&% ell. Fans came, and enjoyed themselves, snd had a
telk, and laft.

That waa alle

True, there vers some subjects brouzhti up that hed
not been publioly mentioned before.But these, we know
for certein,would have croppsd up in the nsar futurs,
without the birthday me=ting.The Court of Enguiry was
breuzht up beceuse 1t was & better time to anmnounce
it,and tho S.8.F.A., was mentioned during a discussion

The mecting also gave fane a chance 10 26t togstha
ar and meet others,But this, too, would have heppened
eventually, So the birthday mesting did no% achieve
much hera.

*"hat, then, did 1t do?

It 414 what it was supposcd to do.It was held for
one purpose only, and it did this adnirably.

1t marked an evont.

It wmarksd tha event of the Socloty's second birthe
day,ond in doing so brouziht to lighi a statoment that
ig sigaificant in iteelf, and needs no commento. Tiat
statcment ic an oxplanation as well, and ap ansver to
averything that has ever hean said about tha ¢lub,and
11s exlstanace Just the onc sentoncge:

iio metter how, the F.5.5. has lasted two years.

You eannot dony thate TES BDITCRS.

Baoliove 1t or not; Owing to lack of spece so7aral
items havo had to be held over #1ll next {ssus. Also
firet soorcs in the poll for five oditors. Hurry up
with your votes
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